Woodley Gardens West Civic Association

February 2007 Newsletter

Winter Greetings everyone!  Have you had enough cold weather yet?  Spring is just around the corner.  Here are some meeting dates to put on your calendar:

February 20– 7:00 p.m. - City of Rockville public hearing at City Hall on proposed changes to refuse and recycling collection.  I will attend this meeting and report that we support the proposed changes but that we need to have carport/side yard pick up of trash, not curbside pickup.  A couple of people have mentioned that they still want twice a week pickup to avoid decaying trash and rodent problems.  I will relay those concerns to the City as well.  

February 28 – 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. – WGWCA General Membership meeting at the Unitarian Universalist Church.  We will discuss trash collection, Montgomery College expansion, and neighborhood watch.  A City of Rockville Police Officer will do a short presentation at 7:30 p.m. on the benefits of having an active neighborhood watch program in place.  If you would like to add an item to the agenda, let me know.  

Our Summer Party will be on Memorial Day, May 28, at Woodley Gardens Park in the afternoon.  Party hours and details will be provided later.  We will elect new board members at the party.  If you are interested in being on the board or want to head a committee, tell a board member.

We will have a community yard sale this spring.  Details and a date will be determined.

At the Montgomery College Task Force meeting I attended in January, we discussed the most viable options for the college to pursue.  An article in the Gazette went over these options.  In case you did not see it, the most popular options are: (1) to build up to code and build down to sublevels; (2) expand parking off campus and build on current lots; (3) use athletic facilities in Rockville and transfer athletics to Germantown; (4) share space with the U of MD Shady Grove and Johns Hopkins; (5) provide a free shuttle from the Rockville Metro; (6) acquire the Carver site; (7) acquire Jackson Place; (8) lease or buy nearby office space.  These are all very preliminary ideas and nothing is firm at this point.  The next Task Force meeting is on February 21.  I will attend this meeting and report on it at our general membership meeting.  There will be a Montgomery College Task Force meeting open to all residents later this spring.

The college has said that they will not build a parking garage behind the homes on Bradford Drive.  Also, the woods and creek behind Bradford are dedicated parkland and will not be used for expansion.  

The following information is from Carolyn Terry of Montgomery College.  It is an email that I received about the lack of funding that the college received in the budget from Governor O’Malley.  Montgomery College requests that we contact our elected officials and urge them to provide more funds for construction and renovation projects that are needed.  
Dear Task Force Member:

Over the last several months, you've been hearing about the urgent need for instructional space at the Rockville campus of Montgomery College.  College personnel have shared with you the master plan for the campus, which includes a desperately needed new Science Center that was scheduled to begin construction in 2008. Governor O'Malley's capital budget was released recently, and the College community was dismayed to see that the construction funds for the new Science Center were not included in the request. In fact, only $1.2 million of the College's $40 million request was on the list. That means no construction funds and no planning money for the renovation of the existing Science East and Science West buildings.  

So, Dr. Ackerman and I are turning to you as interested members of the Montgomery College community for your help in advocating for the funding of these extremely important projects.  Please communicate with the legislators from your district as well as County Delegation leaders Delegate Charlie Barkley and Senator P.J. Hogan. If you need to identify your state delegates and senator, the following website may be of use: http://mdelect.net/electedofficials/
Contact information for Governor O’Malley, Delegate Barkley, and Senator Hogan is provided below: 
Governor Martin O’Malley 
State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925 
Main: 1-800-811-8336 or 410-974-3901 
Fax: 410-974-3275 
www.gov.state.md.us/mail 
Delegate Charles E. Barkley 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Lowe House Office Building, Room 413 
84 College Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 
Phone: 301-858-3001 
Fax: 301-858-3009 
charles.barkley@house.state.md.us 


Senator Patrick J. Hogan 
Maryland Senate 
Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Wing 
11 Bladen Street 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 
Phone: 301-858-3686 
Fax: 301-858-3670 
patrick.hogan@senate.state.md.us 


In your letters, please communicate the urgent need for the Rockville Science Center. We are doing our best to accommodate the students who want to enroll at the Rockville campus but still turn away students in the sciences and in other disciplines. Our Science Center was already delayed when design was spread over two years. If our project is delayed, the costs will go up, and to stop at this point will mean that we will probably need to go back to the design stage. 

Please spread the word throughout your associations and help us build momentum to let our legislators know that the Rockville Campus needs more instructional space for its students.  

Thank you for your support. 

Carolyn 

Thank you for your interest and support of the Association.  Hope to see you at the General Membership meeting on February 28 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Church.  We will meet in the new section of the church, downstairs in Room 53.  Enter the church through the usual doors and turn right.  Signs will be posted.  

Erin Stamets

301-217-0321

erinstamets@yahoo.com
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