Montgomery College Capital Budget Talking Points (1/24/07)

Requested $40 million, received $1.2 million in the Governor’s FY 2008 budget

Just devastated by this news...

Anticipated $27 million to begin construction of new Rockville Science Center

Expected funds for 2nd phase of design of the Germantown Bioscience Bldg

· Both projects delayed 1 year when State asked to take two years to design instead of one

· Have turned students away after couldn’t get classes they wanted, many in science disciplines

· Biology enrollment alone is up 54%

· Done all we can do … labs run day & night, moved many non-instructional College operations off the Rockville campus

· Need modern facilities to train a 21st century workforce…

· Rockville is at more than capacity --- ‘stuffed to the gills”   

· Bioscience Center includes unique partnership with UMD/College Park  

· Make no sense to delay either project 

· Need now ---  space deficits on all three campuses

· Construction costs will continue to go up

· To stop design halfway is completely unproductive --- we’ll have to backtrack and virtually start over

Must invest in the renovation phase of the Takoma Park/Silver Spring

· General Assembly committed to funding the renovation of the Commons

· Building will lay vacant for a 2nd year --- could be classroom/labs

Roof replacements for all three campuses   ---   failure to replace roofs is asking for trouble

All the MC projects are well justified --- DBM did not reject based on merits or qualifications of the projects.

~Community colleges enroll half the of undergraduates in the state, 

~60% of the MCPS grads who stay in state to attend college begin at MC

~Jobs of the future require some collegiate education, 

~Thornton will create more college ready students many of whom are likely to be community college students.

Funding USM & K-12 but not cc’s leave a gap in MD’s educational system

